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Mercenaries are likely to be thin on the
ground at the funeral of “Mad Mike”
Hoare, the pioneering soldier of for-
tune in Africa who died this week.
Global demand for their services has
never been greater.

A surge in deployments across the
Middle East and Africa has meant that
hired guns often outgun rebels and
occasionally government forces. The
trail blazed through Africa’s trouble-
spots by Hoare, who lived to be 100, is
being trodden by battle-hardened strat-
egists for whom private armies are big
business and have a global scope.

Though many of today’s mercenaries
share Hoare’s swagger and fondness

for adventure, their modus oper- g8
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demands an entirely new §
species of fighter.
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mercenary in the
Congo, died last Sunday
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type of work,” his son said. Certainly
Hoare’s “have rifle, will travel”
proach would not cut the mustard in a

ap-

setting, according to Sean

McFate, an American paratrooperwho
hecame a mercenary then an author.
“The modern enemy has access to
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the same weapons and technology as
vou,” he said. “Mercenaries are being
deployed to fight jihadist groups with
suicidal tendencies like Boko Haram.”

For fighters with special forces train-
ing, the rewards — £10,000 a month,
not to mention the adrenaline — often
prevent them from moving on. Cus-
tomers appear everywhere, from ship-
ping lines facing pirates to oligarchs
needing bodyguards and nations want-
g to wage proxy wars.

“Plausible deniability is another rea-
son why the industry is flourishing.
When a job is too politically risky, con-
tractors can be disavowed if the mission
fails,” Mr McFate added.

The rise of the Wagner Group is a
case in point. Owned by Yevgeny Pri-
gozhin, a confidant of President Putin,
Wagner has become the face of the
Kremlins ambitions in Africa and its
fighters have propped up various fragile

- governments.

The group is known for putting in the
cheapest bids for jobs and paying its
young personnel poorly. Reports sug-

gest that the rates are a false economy:
it has had significant lossesin Libyaand
Mozambigue. Still, there will be no
shortage of work, Mr McFate said.

“The market for force is growingat an
alarming rate. As the market expands,
security will become a good investment
and fuel the marketplace in aself-feed-
ing Joop,” he added.

Which i1s just as well, since Mad
Mike’s successors — who have made
their own names and fortunes and are
mostly of retirement age — show no
signs of slowing down.

Their mentor said it was never the
money or ideology that kept him in the
game. “The mystique is unexplainable
— the mysttque about soldiering with
strong men,” he said.
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